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A brief Reſolution, of that grand Caſe of 


(conſcience , concerning the Allegiance 
due toaPrincsx ejected by force 


out of his Kingdomew. 


Queſtion. 
Oth net Victory give a right to 

the Conquerour © 
And doth it not thence follow, 
that he which is ejected out of his King- 
dome, by force of a prevailing Partie, 
hath chereby loſt his right of Allegiance 

from his former Subjects © 

And is not then that right devolved 
on the (onquerour, by the force of theſe 
words of God, when he ſaith, Dan.4.17. 
C7 25. 32. that he ruleth in the Kingdome__ 
of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he. 
will, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of men? 
And of Eccluz. 10. 8. becauſe of unrighte- 
A 2 ouſneſſe- 


(2) 
ouſneſſe---the Kingdume PP tranſlated from 
one people to another £ 
And whe he doth ſo, are nor all 
Members of ſuch a Kingdome obliged 
( as the T/raclites-in their deportation to 


Babylon )) to yeild obedience to the Cop. 


querour L 


a. 


_— 


CA vſwer. 

- This ObjeQion confiſts of divers Branches, and I ſhall 
anſwer it by degrees : 

'1--That all Victory doth not give a right to the Coy- 
querenr, but onely when the Warrebeing founded on a 
juſt Cauſe, that juſt Cauſe hath thus been bleſt with 
Vidory. And when that is, depends wholly on the 
ſtating of that Queſtion concerning the Lawfulneſſe of 
any Warrc. 

Now becauſe there never can be juſt Warre on the 
Subjetts part againſt their Soveraigne becauſe they want 
the warrant of Supreame Authority , without which 
(though the Cauſe be never {o juſt, and the End never 
ſogood).. all the blood that is. ſhed, is ,no better than 
Murther; "Therefore though the S#bje&s in ſuch a Warre 
ſbould prevaile againſt their Sowerargne, yet neither is He 
hereby diverted 'of His juſt Right, nor they inverted 
therewith, becauſe the Warre was wholly unjuſt on their 
part for want of Authority. 


2. Therefore if that Party whoſe Cauſe is unjuſt, ſhall 
yet prevaile and prove ſucceſsfull, then in anfiwer to the 
Branch, I ſay, that there is no Right acquired by this : 
For, tis a miſtake ro thinke that this is the meaning of 
Fu Vittoria, the Right of Vittery, whiekrthe Civill Law- 
yers ſpeake of, as it God had by this lottery teſtified his 
Judgment of the Right, and pronounced that Juſt now, 
which was Unjuſt before ; or that the prefent Forces is 
alwaies to be looked on as the Higher Powers, and al- 
lowed the Obedience required by the £&poſtle, as due to 
them,w*® is the miſtaking of Straus, Power, for iZurie, Au- 
thority, and agrees with . an ſpecch/of the Atheiſts,Wiſ.2. 
Onr ſtrength is the Law of Fuſtice,and that which u« feeble i 
found to be nothing worth. And we know tis Gods or- 
dinary diſpenſation now under the Goſpel to permit Vio- 
lence to oppreſſeghe Godly, which ſure is no. Argument, 
that thoſe proſperous Ungodly have the ſole Right to 
the Pofſcflions of the World, or that the oppreſt Godly 
Man ſhall no longer be thought to be oppreit, when the 
proſperous Oppreſlour is arrived at the height of his op- 


preflion. a 


2. TheQueſtion then being removed from the title of 
force (which being it ſelf unjuſt, cannor conferre Right 
on any) It muſt next be conſidered what deditio (thar is, 
ycilding or reſigning up of ones Right) can doe, That 
will be of two ſorts, cither of the Prince, or the People , 
and againe, cither Yolumary, or Inveluntary. 

A Yoluntary dedition, or yeilding up, of the rightfull 
Poſleflor, if he be a private Man, transfers a Right. But 
a Prince being a publique Perſon, and having an obliga- 


tion of protection to His SubjeRs, cannot without ſome 
3 breach 
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breach of that obligation abdicate his K:#gdewe, nor 
conſequently yoluntarily yeild up His Power,! or if He 
doe, He cannot transferre the Right to/any (ſave to the 
lawful Heire or Succeſſour) without the tacit or expreſſe 
conſent of the People allo. | 

But in caſe they conſent alſo, then will this Right (i 
Kingdomes Elefive) be transferred by the joynt yeilding 
of the King and His Subjets. As for Kingdomes Here- 
ditary, the Subjes conſent is not neceſlary ,. but the 
Kings ycilding up of his right alone, is ſufficient to tranſ- 
ferre the right to the next Heire. Neither can the joynt 
a both ot King and People transferre this right from 
the next Heire to any other. The Kings ycilding is an 
abſolution of the Subjes from the allegiance formerly 
due to Him by them, and ſo makes it lawfull for them 
to yeild the ſame to another, and when 'tis thus free and 
lawfull to them, the intervention of their owne a& alſo 
becomes obligation on them to ſubmitto that Perſon ſo 
yeildedto. And when this is done (in Xingdomes Ele- 
Five) and withall when no Heire is left to make claime, 
or the claime relinquiſht by the right Heire,in Kingdomes 
Hereditary, then is the Kingdome removed and given by 
God (who now rules not immediately among us, as he 
did in the time of the Theocryacy among the Fewes, but is 
then ſaid to remove a Kingdome when his providence {o 
diſpoſes, that by the Lawes and right among Men it is 
removed ) to another. 

Bur till this be done, 7. e. till He, or They in whom the 
right both of preſent poſſeſf/on, and future claime by inhe- 
ritance,is truly verted do voluntarily yeild up that right, 
and when thar is done, till they which by their yeilding 
are freed from their former bands doe now by their owne 
act enter into new, what force ſoever there be, and how 
ſucceſ- 
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ſucceſsfull ſoever the force, there is not thereby any ſuch 
Victory compleated as ſhall be able to conferre Right on 
the Victor, nor remove it from him that hath, and ſtill 
proteſts his Right though as yer he be not ſtrong enough 
to vindicate it, 


4+ But thenin the next place, ifthere be a dedition or 
yeilding up by the King, and that dedirion involuntary, 
chat is, ſuch as nothing but the preſent ſucceſſe of the 
force hath inclined him to, then certainly doth it not ſo 
divert him of his right, as that it ſhall be unlawfull for 
him, when he can to make claime and recover it againe. 
As he that by a violent Invader is made to ſweare to pay 
ſuch a ſumme of money , it is acknowledged lawfull for 
him to implead that Thiefe, and recover from him, what 
0 performance of that involuntary Oath he hath paid 

im. . 

In this caſe the difficulty is, what condition thoſe Sub- 
jeds areleft in, for that time betwixt the involuntary de- 
dition of the King, and his renewing his claime, and the 
ſolution muſt be, that a proportion be obſerved between 
the AR of the King, and the SubjeRs conſequent AR: 
The AR of the King is but a preſent dedition, and doth - 
not oblige Him never to make any after-claime againe , 
and conſequently, this gives not any ſuch abſolution to 
the SubjeRs, as that they may doe any thing which ſhall 
prejudice that future claime, or blemiſh his royalty, ſuch 
as are taking new Oathes of Allegiance, abjurations of 
Him 8& his Iſſue, Exgagements to the uſurped power, &c. 
All that it can doe, is to make it free for them to ſubmir 
to ſuch other things of an inferiour nature ( which in- 
cludes not any ſuch blemiſhmet of the x/g7t-of the law- 


full Prince) provided that they acknowledge not the law- 
| fulneſſe 


(6) ; 
fulneſſe of the preſent a Power, nor ad as Mini- 
ſters or Inſtruments thereof. And this is the utmoſ thar 
ſcems poſlible to determine in this matter. | 


5. As for that power which tra& of tame may be 
thought to have in this buſineſle, that is not conſiderable 
where the claime is Continued (for that argues the Dedi- 
tion involuntary ) and much lefle when there is no Dedi- 


tion at all, for there twas before ſuppoſed that force can- 
not conferre right. 


6. And ifby this ſtating ofthe Caſe, it follow that the 
lot of the fairhfull Subjeas muſt be very unhappy art this 
time, and that great diſorder muſt neceſſarily continue in 
ſuch a broken Kingdome, as long as the Contention be- 
tween the violent Uſurper and the juſt Owner thus re- 
mains undecided. 1 anſwer, that this is oft the Jot of the 
moſt pious Men under the Goſpel, who have their good 
things here mixt with tribalations ,\/and muſt content 
themſelves in the ſolaces of a good conſcience, in per- 
forming thoſe duties which colt them deareſt, and cx- 
pe their full payment of joyes without hardſhips tobe 
payd them in another world. 


The End. 


